' kinds of weakngsses he charges up to
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Too many people imagine that a debt
s pald when its form is changed.

"No tropleal plant ever grew as fast
&8 a small annoyance will Increase.

We can all of ug find excuses for hat-
Ing, without sitting up nights to think.

Compulsory Idleness is a monstrous
inlquity. Every man should have a

Exaggerated truth is in many re-
spects more dangerous than an all-wool
falsehood.

Generally when a man's aets return
to plague him, he whines around that
he is persecuted.

Perseverance Is all right, so long as
it does not degenerate Into obstinate
butting of a stone wall,

The man who pays undue regard to
himself does not appreciate that he 18
increasing his load of cares.

So far, bills have been introduced
in the Kansas legislature touching
every subject save hypnotism.

The man who pays undue regard
to himself does not appreciate that he
is Increasing his load of cares. .,

The man who accepts alimony from
his unfaithful wife is too honorable to
fight a duel with a gypsy fddler,

People who never do things they
think wrong save themselves a vast
amount of voluntary explanation,

One of the things which assures us
of the stability of the republic Is the
spirit of absolute holiness with which
the drawer of a salary In a public office
wgelebrates every legnl hollday by keep-
ing from working,

Political “science,” often of an inge-
nious sort, 1 used in choosing the sites
of capitalg; but Brazll has now em-
ployed natural sclence for the purpose,
Rio de-Janeiro being unhealthy, the
Brazilian government appointed a com-
misslon of sclentists to select a loca-
tion suitable for a new capital, The
commiisslon has filxed upon a plateau
4,000 feet above the sea-level, The dis-
tance by rail from the const Is eaid to
be eighteen hours. No yellow fever
fnvades the spot, and other conditions
favorable to health are reported. The

« Popular Sclence News says that this e

belleved to be the first occasion on rec-
ord in which science has been called
in to choose the site of a capital. Bad
alr and bad legislation have doubtless
been associated, more than once, at
caugse and effect.

A decislon of the Indiana Supreme
Court upheld the validity of the state
law of 1883, which provides for the
taxation of telephone, telegraph, pal-
ace car, sleeping car, dining car, ex-
press and fast freight companies, and
empowers the state board of tax com-
missioners to assess taxation other
than that of a local character, and im-
poses a penalty of 60 per c¢ent upon
those falling to pay their taxes at the

time specified. The amount involved in
the Indiana cases I8 estimated by the

Indiana attorney-general at $100,000,
In the Ohlo cases the amount involved
{8 more considerable. The state will,
it is sald, be & gainer by about $400,-
000, the approximate amount of the
taxes for three years, not to speak of
the amount which will go Into the
gtate treasury from this source annu-
ally,

David Starr Jordan, president of
Stanford University, says: “One of
the most disquieting features of the
social condition of our tlmes {s the
rush of young men to the cities. Re-
pulting from this is the weakness and
instability of the farming population
as compared with the same class half
8 century ago. BSteadiness of national
character goes with firmness of foot-
hold on the soll. We may well look
with alarm on a condition In which
all men of wealth and power shall be
gathered In the cltles, while the farms
are left to the weak and Inefficient or
to the peasants of other nations. As
matters are, the cities are great de-
stroyers of human life. We have not
learned properly to govern them nor
to make them effective, and every clty
is full of human failures, results of
misdirected effort. A tour of the prin-
cipal streets, halls and meeting places
on Sunda¥ evening in any great city
will show how terribly true this Is.
Certainly one-fourth the present pop-
nlation of such a city as San Francisco
for example has no real business there,
Thege people are doing nothing which
fs effective for themselves or helpful
to others, and the condition of the
other three-fourths, and most likely
their own condition, would be distinet-
ly improved If these misfit persons
would go back to the farms'

Colonel Strathy, commander of the
Fifth Royal Scots of Montreal, ap-
peared at a wedding In Nashyllle,
Tenn,, this week in the uniform of his
regiment, conslsting of plumed bonnat,
red tunic and white facings, kilts made
of the Argyl] tartan agd a stout pair of
bare legs. Well may It be snid that the
Colonel was “dressed for the occasion®
Fortunately the day was quite warm,

It you want private pointers con-

Prosperity! Where art thon?

Every trust is a menace o good gov«
ernment.

Publle opinion is the greatest loe
to progress.

Paternalism is a thousand times bet-
ter than favoritism.

It is not over-production, but a false
system of distribution that causes pov=
erty.

Keep It before the people that the
Republicans promised to deliver pros-
perity.

The government part of our govern-
ment i8 sozinlism—when it is not fa-
voritism,

The misswn of the People's party Is
hardly begin, The work of education
must go on

No amount of wealth can ever stans
before a revolution., It is weakness lo-
gtead of strength.

Resolutions of sympathy for the poor
fs worse than soup, and soup s a
mighty light diet.

The spirit of lberty and independ-
ence can be crushed and smothered,
but it cannot be killed.

If fusion ever had any respectability
some of the place hunters have
smirched it with disgrace.

The "cross of gold” Is yet standing,
while the “crown of thorns” {8 belng
pressed down on labor's brow.

The Republicans are kept busy ex-
plaining why prosperity doesn’t come,
and when it may be looked for.

It ought to be borne In mind that
the People's party Is not a recruiting
station for the Democratic party.

Changing men will do no good un-
less we also change the system. The
Republican perty will bring no better
times.

The first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury will mark the demonetizatlon of
all metallic currency except for sub-
eldlary coins,

When one trust begins to compete
with another it gets out an injunction
and puts a stop to It. Isn't this a
dandy government?

The property of the Pacific railroad
thieves should be made to stand good
for the debt they have created, and the
government should secure judgment
agalnst it

We can’t get falr rallrond rates untll
the water is squeezed out of the stock.
The best way to do this is for the gov-
ernment to acquire ownership and
operate them,

The gold reserve seems to be reserv-
ing all right now It don't bring pros-
perity, and now the question occurs,
what connection has the gold reserve
with prosperity?

The Pacific rallroad fraud is one of
the greatest robberles of the age and
the government should put the bri-
gands In prison and kKeep them there
until every dollar of the great debt was
paid,

If the government can't keep gold
to redeem its paper, how do the banks
expect to do so? The government is
much stronger than the banks and its
eredit better than that of all the banks
combined,

After all, the problem in the last
stages of I8 analysis ls, whether man-
hood or money ghall rule in this coun-
try? All other fssues center around
this one. It is the same old ques-
tion of human rights,

If a cross-roads postmaster |s eaught
in the act of trying to swindle the goy-
ernment out of a few postnge stamps
he is sent to the penitentiary; but
Huntington and the other millionaire
brigands are allowed to run at large,

Laboring men compete with each
other, but trusts get out Injunctions
and stop competition. The people are
rapidly learning to regard the law and
the courts as a farce, gotten up for
the poor to obgerve and the rich to
{gnore.

The contest for United States sena-
tor in Idaho develops some strange
things. Dubols, who is a Republican
In everything but free silver, was de-
feated by Heitfield, a Populist, This
was In accordance with an agreement
made between the Popullsts and Demo-
crats of that state prior to the recent
election, Notwithstanding this agree
ment, Senator Jones, Secretary Walsh,
and other prominent Democrats, did
their best to secure Dubols' election,
and sent J. R. Soverelgn there to work
against a Populist and for Dubois, just
as he worked against Populist West in
the Memphis district last fall.

They Offer No Remedy,

The financlal condition of the coun-
try is deplorable. It is impossible to
imagine how it could be worse, The
only consolation a Popullst can have
I that mnelther of the old parties
have yet proposed any remedy, and
thet none Have vet Leen able to dem-
anstrate on the stump or through the
press that the Popullst platform, if

cerning a man's charatcer listen to the

his nulghbou.

ervatalized into law, would fall to re-
glora permanent prosperity to all the
people.—Missouri World,
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IT IS NOT A NEW IDEA

GOVERNMENT HAS FURNISHED
EMPLOYMENT.

England at One Time Employed Her
Idle Popuiation on the Public Roads
—Amerlen Could Do the BSame
Today.

Reople's Messenger: The Idea that
the government shall furnish the peo-
ple with employment in time of great
depression, to enable them to earn a
livellhood Is not o new one by any
means, Governments are Instituted
for the benefit of the governed, As
money I8 hoarded, confidence I8 de-
stroyed and all business enterprises
drag or are suspended, the wage-earn-
ers must of necessity suffer unless the
government will lend a helplng hand.

In a time such as we have described
early in the century, England found it
necessary to employ her idle and In-
digent citizens, and a system of road
improvement was devised at which
these men were permitted to labor and
for which they were paid by the gov-
ernment. The result was that England
has the best dirt roads in BEurope,
Gen, Coxey does not clnim his good
roads ldea Is original. Being a stu-
dious and obgervant man he knows
what has been done may be done
again. And as England utilized the In-
bor of her unemployed in a time of
great depresssion by constructing good
roads all over the lsland, and thus
enabled the unfortunate to earn & live-
llhood for themselves and families he
argues the United States can do the
same thing, and thus disperse the ar-
my of four milllon tramps now roam-
ing this country.

The {dea that such a course Is be-
yond the scope of government is ab-
surd, and an {nvestigation will disclose
the fact that the employment of idle
labor by the government would In the
end be profitable rather than expensive,

To {llustrate, let us suppese there
were in Chickasaw county five hundred
unemployed men, These would repre-
sent with their families a population
of at least 2,600. this county are
20,000 people, who are humane, neigh-
borly and christian in character. The
17,600 well to do people would not,
could mnot allow their unfortunate
nelghbors to starve or freeze on the
public highways and would therefore
support them by charity. The contri-
butlons would of course be much larg-
er from some than others, for some
people are more charitable than oth-
ers, but the direct expense to the
county as & whole to keep these unfor-
tunates alive would be the same as if
each tax-payer had contributed accord-
ing to his ability. It is certain the
2,600 unemployed would become dls-
pirited, lose confidence in themselves,
begin to wander around over the coun-
ty, in short become vagrants wanting
In independence and manhood.

Now suppose our board of supervis-
ors should announce that they would
employ these 500 men to work on the
public roads, levees and bridges of the
county, and would pay them §1 per day
out of the county treasury, the cost to
the county would be equalized by tax-
ation, and the expenses would be no
more than to support the unemployed
and thelr families by private contri-
bution, but the county would be the
galner to the extent of the value of the
labor of the 500 men and instead of
mendicants they would become self-re-
specting citizens, who would have the
right to feel that they had earned an
honest living for themselves and fam-
lles,

Another advantage of the system is
that it would be possible then to dis-
#nguish between the roving vagrant,
who prefers to be a tramp rather than
garn a living by honest labor and the
truly unfortunate, who though seek-
ing work, had been unable to find it
The former could be made to earn his
gustenance in the chain-gang and the
latter would never he harrassed with
the terrible fenr he may lose his job
and his famlily come to want. Why
not try the experiment In the interest
of the 15,000,000 or 20,000,000 of our
distressed fellow-citizens rather than
ilsten to the ridicule of the plutocratic
press, that denounces the suggestion
as o Coxeylsm? Why not?

JICGNORANCE OF THE EAST.

A Member of the New York Chmmber
of Commeree Tulks In Meeting,

At & recent meeting of the New York
Chamber of Commerce Willlam E.
Dodge, a millionaire member of the
body, produced quite o sensatlon. Ina
speech he sald the East did not under-
stand the situation In the West, and
that *“‘there was a lack of money In
Important sections that practically
makes the transaction of buslness jm-
possible except by the primitive sys-
tem of barter,” Mr, Dodge I8 one of
the men who in the recent campaign
declared that there was plenty of
money In the country, but he has since
visited the West, and admits that he
was very much mistaken and that the
capitalists In the East do not under-
stand the sltuation in the West and
Bouth. “I found,” says he, “that there
were great sectlons of Southern and
Western country where there was ahb-
golutely no money at all; where the
most primitive forms of barter ob-
lained; where everything was most
disorganized,” Mr. Dodge speaks of
one gentleman who told him that by
some happy aceident he received a §50
bill and had to spend four days riding
to get it changed, and being unable to
do so, had to send 1t off.

“There were senators,’ hie sald, ""who
told me that their constituents seldom
gaw a dollar in money {rom the begin-
ning of the year to the end, with the
resfit that they had constantly to get
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in debt to the storekeepers, The local
storekeepers received their pay In kind,
In fact, everything was drifting back
to the old times before money was In-
vented. And this was cot {n one sec-
tien only, but in large sections. “My
impression 1s,” continues Mr. Dodge,
“that If some thoughtful plan could be
suggested, it would be quite possible
to educate all the agricultural people
of the country to understand that a
man who was thrifty and honest and
gober and prompt can always In some
way get some money, It is a very hard
thing. We do not understand it at all
here, because we have so much money
moving among us; but if every time
we went to n store we were unable to
buy anything except on credit, iT we
had no money to pay down to enable
us to reap the advantage of cash pay-
ments—we would begin to be fretful.
I came from Indlanapolis with this
Impression, and I have only ventured
to submit it because I feel so deeply
that unless those of us In the more
favored parts of the country under-
stand the condition of our brothers and
our fellow-citizens In the other parts
of the country—unless we bring about
some wise methods for thelr rellef—
when the year of 1900 comes we shall
be swamped with an infinitely more
powerful vote agalnst us than during
this last election.”

There s some consolation in the
fact that the sleepy old East is at last
waking up to the seriousness of the
situation, and that she Is also serlously
watching whieh way the political cat
Is lkely to jump in 19800.

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP.

Tazation Abollshed nnd Expenses Fald
Out of Profit.

Coming Nation: All who are famil-
{ar with the modern requirements of a
great city recognize the importance of
the question of how to most easily
ralso the necessary revenues for the
maintenance of Its various depart-
ments, Much has been written upon
this Important subject, and many plans
have been suggested, and that which
is meeting with most approval 1s to
secure a large portlon of the revenuo
from monopolies of publle service,
either through some method of taxa-
tion or from collective ownership and
operation of them,

Glasgow hzs adopted the latter, and
go successfully that after Jan. 1, 1897,
ghe will levy no more taxes, but will
derive sufiicient from municipal-owned
gervices to pay all the expenses of her
municipal government.

Among the most important of these
{8 her street rallway system, The re-
port of last yeur of the operation of
the Glasgow corporation tramways for
the first eleven months they were under
municipal management—from July 1,
1894, to June 1, 1895—showed this ex-
periment to be a wonderful success. It
gave the number of passengers car-
ried during that perlod as 57,046,647;
the gross receipts were $1,132,070; ex-
penditures, $1,011,045, thus leaving a
balance to the city credit of $111,020.
And thls result was achieved with a
reduction In fares amounting In most
cases to 83 per cent, brought about
through the adoption of the 1-cent fare
for half-mile stages. Thirty-eight per
cent of the tlckets sold for the first
eleven montha were 1-cent tickets,
These reductions of fares have tended
to popularize the service and Increase
the receipts, and this gives to Glasgow
the distinction of having cheaper street
locomotlon than any other eity in the
world.

The traflic returns for the year aggre-
gate $1,618,380; number of passengers
enrried, 86,462.504, showing the average
fare puid by each person carried to be
n fraction less than 1% cents, The
pumher of passengers shows an in-
crease of about 38 per cent over the
first perlod of eleven months,

The employes are furnished with
uniforms at the expense of the depart-
ment, A friendly society for purposes
of mutual nald has been instituted
among the employes, the rules of which
were approved by the tramway com-
mittee, and the department adds to the
fund of the soclety o sum equal to one-
halt of that contributed by the mem-
pers, and though membership therain
is entirely optional the number on the
roll is 1,447, and there Is every Indica-
tion that the soclety will prove a great
BUCCRRS,

For clearness and attentlon to de-
tallg the committee’s report is & model
one, and is well worth careful study by
all who are Interested In the problems
pertaining to municipal government,
and Is a complete answer, in a sternly
practical way, to the opponents of mu-
nlelpal ownership of natural monopo-
lles, This Glasgow experiment, and
the success attending It, must prove an
fmportant factor in the solution of
these vexed gquestions relative to the
rilslng and expending of municipal
revenue, HENRY R. LEGATE.

Boston,

Lost, Strayed or Stolen.

Somewhere between time and eterni-
ty, i fine, large gob of prosperity, of
bright yellow color, with a collar of
confldence fringed with natlona] bank
patriotism, When last seen, was
dresged in a sult of corporation prom-
ises, made in the mills of private prop-
erty, A suitable reward will be pald
for any Informatlon by applying to
any unemployed or half-pald dupe who
voted to corral the nnimal last No-
vember,—Appeal to Reason,

Now is the time to ngltate the gov-
ernment ownership of the rallroads,
The question ls now up In a aractical
way in the settlemeut of the Pacific
rallroad's debts.

Pretty soon there will be » “surplus”
In the trensury and then that will be
urged as a cause of hard, times, we

| suppose.

OUR RAILROADS.

Figures That Figure for the Rallseads
Only,

No fact stands out more clearly with
reference to the rallroads of the coun-
try than that their reports do not re-
port. The law requires the rallroads
to make yearly returns of thelr opera-
tions In order that the people may ob-
taln some idea of what these corpora-
tions are doing and whether they are
adhering to the terms of thelr char-
ters, But the rallronds obey the let-
ter and not the spirit of the law. Ev-
ery year they favor congress and the
public departments with long arrays of
filgures that mean absolutely nothing.
Only the expert can make anything
out of the statements presented, and
even he Is left totally in the dark un-
less he happens to possess Inside in-
formation to give him a imr to the
puzzle.

Consequently, we cannot hope to
make much of the just lssued annual
report of the interstate commerce com-
mission. The document I8 quite
lengthy. It informs us that exmsting
lawe for controlling the rallroads are
inadequate, because they lack provis-
lons to secure thelr enforcement, The
statutes are very definite concerning
what the corporations shall and shall
not do, but there is as yet no way of
punishing them when they disobey the
law., The decisions are openly defled,
and when the commissioners protest
the corporation lawyers laugh in thelr
faces or threatem to annul the author-
ity of the commission by appeals to
the federal judlelary. In considering
the Information embodied in the report
made publle on Friday, we must bear
all these things in mind. The docu-
ment includes ten groups of systems
aggregating 652 roads, with a mileage
of 172,369 miles of line. The total earn-
Ings for the fiseal year reached the
enormous sum of $1,123,646,662. One-
third, roughly speaking, represents
passenger receipts, and the remainder
frelght charges. The operating ex-
penses amounted to $764,971,615, which
sum Includes $100,000 saluries to presi-
dents and $26,000 to general managers,
besidea interest on watered stocks and
bonds, In other words, the true oper-
ating expenses amounted to $360,000,-
000, and the rest was swnllowed up in
plunder. But even after the deduction
of the plunder, the railroads wrung a
profit of over $360,000,000 from the peo-
ple, The yearly profit per mile was
$1,877 on one item alone, or, after de-
ducting every possible Item, we per-
celve o clear gain of $2,139 per mile,
On the other hand, the dividends de-
clared for dividends a year ugo, This
$5,083,732, almost the same sum de-
clared for dividends a year ago. This
requires a word of explanation. The
rallroads of the land are required by
law to reduce their tariffs when the
dividends exceed a certaln sum, Con-
sequently, the railronds make every
possible effort to keep down dividends.
At the same time, they must not let
the dividends sink too low, or the man
who Invests in rallway stock will be
frightened away, The corporations
solve the problem by keeping the divi-
dends up to a certaln limit and never
letting them sink below or rise above
it. The favorite way 1s to create spur-
fous mortgage bonds, The Vanderblits,
for example, mortgage their own roads
to themselves to pay themselves inter-
est on these dummy mortgages It Is
an anclent trick, but it enables them
to charge up heavy sums against the
interest account and thus show a mod-
erate profit on the face of the report.
Another plan is to lease lines at a
heavy annual rate to a subdivision of
the same road, The trunk lines are
thus split in two, three and four fleti-
tlous systems, one leased to the other.
The rents are all charged tothe expense
account. It is very much as if 8 man
owning his home went to raise the
rent of it against himself and then eom-
plain to his neighbor that the landlord
had doubled the rent. There is, in fact,
no end to the tricks that can be played
for the sake of bringing deceptive fig-
ures Into an annual report. The inter-
state commerce commisgsion complains
that it ecannot afford the people any
remedy agninst these things until con-
gress glves it some power to punish
the violators of the law.—Twentleth

Century.

Ruskin on Usury.

“Tall me, thou wretched wight or
the world, thou unkind creature,
which art past all sense and feeling of
God, which knowest the will of God,
and doest the contrary; how
darest thou come Into the chureh? It
s of the church that God hath said,
‘Thou shalt take no usury;' ond thou
knowest He hath so said. How darest
thou read or hear the word of God
which condemneth usury, and thou
knowest he doth condemn it How
darest to come Into the company of the
brethren? Usury I8 the plague, and de-
struction, and undoing of the breth-
ren; and this thou knowest. How
darest thou look upon thy children?
Thou maketh the wrath of Ged fall
down from heaven upon them; thy
iniquity shall be punished in them to
the third and fourth generation. This
thon knowest. How darest thou look
up into heaven? Thou hast no dwel-
ling thers; thou shalt have no place
in the tabermacle of the Highest, this
thou knowest. Because thou rob-
best the poor, decelveth the simple,
and eateth of the widows' honges;
therefore shall thy children be naked,
and beg thelr bread, therefore shalt
thou and thy riches perish together,”
—Ruskin's orsg Clavigerne,

Let everybody work to bring about
conditions which will bring prosperity
to the farmers. It is the key which
nnlocks the cloged factorles; throngs
tha counters of the merchants and
provides stendy work and remuncra-
tive wages to the day laborer.—Mis-

Lourt Waa

A Lover's Complalns.
"A preity thing In gloves,"” she sald
"1 wish to get a perfect glove,"
“T'he pretticst thing In gloves,” sald he,
“Are those white hands of yours, my love ™
~—Boston Courler.
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The lurgest death rate from con-
unmg tion in this country is shown by
the Distriet of Columbin,

TO CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY,
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It has been juciclously decided in
Indiana that sleeping cor compuanies
are responsible for any baggage lost
by the porter’s dishonesty pr careless-
uess,

Cagoarets stimulate liver, kidoeys and
bowels, Never sicken, wenksn or grips, 100,

Abont 40,000,000 feet of timber are
annunlly made up into matehes in this
country.
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